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P
ut simply, a snatch 
block is a pulley 
– nothing more. 
This simple piece of 
kit is one of the 

most valuable pieces of gear 

you’ve got in your recovery 
arsenal and when it all goes 
south, the snatch block might 
just be your last chance at 
recovery. Here’s what you need 
to know! 

A snatch block can really save you in  
the bush. Here’s how to rig one properly 

1
Find a suitable 
anchor point and lay 
out your compo-
nents. Throw a tree 
trunk protector 
around a tree and 

leave the snatch block open, 
with a shackle ready to lock it 
all together.

2 Run out enough cable to 
get from the 4WD to the 
anchor point and back to 
the 4WD. Place the cable 
into the snatch block and 

then close the block back up again. 
Ensure that you’ve got no tangles 
or cross-overs in the line with both 
lengths of line side by side.

3 With the snatch block 
closed, attach the block to 
the tree trunk protector 
using a rated bow shackle. 
Make sure that the bow of 

the shackle is against the strap and 
the pin is against the snatch block’s 
eye. This is to stop the strap binding 
in against the pin. Back the pin of the 
shackle off by a quarter of a turn – if 
you don’t it can bind up under stress 
and become impossible to loosen.

HOW TO SET UP A SNATCH BLOCK 
In the next five minutes you’re going to read a whole raft of 

different uses for the humble snatch block. Each of these 

techniques revolves around the same basic principle, and 

therefore often requires the same basic setup principles. This 

is the setup for a double line pull from a single stuck 4WD to 

an anchor point. 

RECOVERIES
SNATCH BLOCK

4 Run the winch hook back to the vehicle and attach it to a 
rated recovery point on the 4WD. Attach a damper blanket 
to both winch lines. One damper should be towards the 
snatch block end, while the other should be towards the 
winch hook on the vehicle end. Stop during winching to 

adjust the dampers as needed.

5 Move everyone away from the winching area and begin to take 
up the slack while watching for any twists or crosses in the 
line. When everyone is clear and the slack is taken up, begin to 
winch as necessary remembering to stop and adjust the winch 
damper as it moves away from the snatch block.
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A SNATCH BLOCK INCREASES  
YOUR PULLING POWER

Flash back to high school for a sec (yeah, we’re sorry); using a 
pulley when lifting or pulling, has the effect of halving the effort 
required to complete the pull - this is why a pulley is referred to 
as a force multiplier.  With every snatch block you use in your 
winch pull, you decrease the load on the winch and increase the 
overall pulling power. The downside to this, is that with each 
additional pulley you decrease the speed with which the stuck 
vehicle will move, however, a slower and more controlled speed 
is usually preferable when you’re really stuck. 

A winch pull using a single snatch block is referred to as a 
double line pull as there are now two winch lines. One from the 
winch to snatch block on an anchor point, and the rest of the line 
from the snatch block back to the vehicle. Using a second snatch 
block on the vehicle, back to the original anchor point is referred 
to as a triple line pull for the same reason. 

For example:
• One snatch block = double the pulling power, half the winch 

load, half the winch speed.
• Two snatch blocks = triple the pulling power, a third of the winch 

load and a third of the winch speed. 

A SNATCH BLOCK CAN 
CHANGE THE WINCHING DIRECTION

Imagine you’re tackling a narrow, winding track and your mate up 
ahead around the bend gets hung up and needs to be pulled 
backwards. You’re unable to get a straight line pull on to the back 
of the stuck 4WD – snatch block to the rescue. By attaching the 
snatch block to a tree on the apex of the corner, you’re able to run 
the line from your 4WD to the tree, through the pulley and on to the 
stuck truck to effect a recovery.

Drivetech 4x4 are a leading developer and distributor of 
quality 4WD replacement parts and accessories across 
Australia and New Zealand. They stock a huge range of 
parts for most popular 4WDs.  

To find out more or find the details of your nearest stockist 
visit www.drivetech4x4.com.au or call 1800 463 646.

Let’s throw another scenario 
out there; you’ve just tackled 
a tough and narrow hill climb 
and you’re waiting at the top 
for your mate behind you. He 
gets himself stuck and needs 
to be winched forward but 
doesn’t have his own winch. 
By running your winch 
forwards to a nearby tree, 
through a snatch block and 
back down the hill, past your 
4WD to your mate’s 4WD, 
you’re able to pull him 
forwards without having to 
try and spin around yourself 
in a dangerous spot. This can 
also work in reverse, where 
the vehicle up the back uses 
his winch to pull the lead 
vehicle further using the 
exact same setup depending 
on who’s stuck. 

A SNATCH BLOCK CAN 
WINCH A 4WD BEHIND YOU

BE AWARE!
When introducing snatch blocks  

into a recovery situation, you’ll sud-

denly find that the amount of winch 

line you need, doubles, triples or even 

quadruples depending on how many 

snatch blocks you’re using. Never oper-

ate your winch with less than one full 

wrap of line on the drum as your chance 

of a breakage on this final wrap is much 

more likely than on the earlier layers of 

line. In these situations carry a decent 

length winch extension strap to make 

up the distance while keeping  

line on your winch. 
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Snatch block 
attached to 
a tree trunk 
protector
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attached to 
a tree trunk 
protector

Winch line 

Winch line 

DOUBLE LINE

RECOVERY 4WD

RECOVERY 
4WD

STUCK 4WD

STUCK 4WD

TRIPLE LINE

CLEARING TRACKS  
WITH A SNATCH BLOCK
By using a snatch block, you can quickly and safely move 
large fallen trees off the track. Instead of simply dragging the 
tree towards you up the track, by using a snatch block from a 
tree off to the side, you can drag the tree sideways, directly 
off the track.

Winch line 

Tree trunk
protector

Snatch block attached 
to tree trunk protector

WINCHING 
4WD
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